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A start based on myths and neglecting history (ófake newsô)

David vs Goliath - The sport political power game.

A success ïdespite of limited political and úresources !
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Born 1963

Miroslav Tyrs ï1832-1884

Founder of Sokol Movement

óMens sana in corpore sanoô

1776 ï1889.  Founder of 

Swedish Gymnastics

Friedrich Luwwig Jahn 1778-1852

Founder of Turnen in Germany 1811

óFirst clubs established in 1814
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Outdated illusion ïbut still communicated by many! 
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A start based on myths and neglecting history (ófake newsô)

The outdated idea:

Big foundation creates a better elite

Elite sport promote grassroots sport

Same game - òone big familyò

Financial solidarity 
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David vs Goliath - The sport political power game.

IOC and most of the Federation based structures 

wanted exemption from EU rules/regulation.

Refering to the óspecificity of sportô and autonomy of sport organisations  
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David vs Goliath - The sport political power game.

The recognition by the European Council, in a declaration made at Nice, France, in 2000, of 

the special characteristics of European sport. This followed on from a full consultation 

paper by the European Commission's Directorate General X, in 1998, in which the fivefold 

(educational, health-related, social, cultural, and recreational) functions of sport were 

recognized, and in particular the pyramid model of European sport (from the apex, the 

European, down to the broad base of the grass-roots, via the national and the regional). 

The declaration is as follows:The European Council has noted the report on sport 

submitted to it by the European Commission in Helsinki in December 1999 with a view to 

safeguarding current sports structures and maintaining the social function of sport within 

the European Union. Sporting organisations and the Member States have a primary 

responsibility in the conduct of sporting affairs.
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The recognition by the European Council, in a declaration made at Nice, France, in 2000, of 

the special characteristics of European sport. This followed on from a full consultation 

paper by the European Commission's Directorate General X, in 1998, in which the fivefold 

(educational, health-related, social, cultural, and recreational) functions of sport were 

recognized, and in particular the pyramid model of European sport (from the apex, the 

European, down to the broad base of the grass-roots, via the national and the regional). 

The declaration is as follows:The European Council has noted the report on sport 

submitted to it by the European Commission in Helsinki in December 1999 with a view to 

safeguarding current sports structures and maintaining the social function of sport within 

the European Union. Sporting organisations and the Member States have a primary 

responsibility in the conduct of sporting affairs.

Lisbon Treaty ïarticle 165  

ïdeveloping the European dimension in sport, by promoting fairness and openness in 

sporting competitions and cooperation between bodies responsible for sports, and by 

protecting the physical and moral integrity of sportsmen and sportswomen, especially the 

youngest sportsmen and sportswomen.
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David vs Goliath - The sport political power game.

IOC and most of the Federation based structures 

wanted exemption from EU rules/regulation.

Refering to the óspecificity of sportô and autonomy of sport organisations 

The short story is that David won over Goliath:

Fundamental EU òSingle marketò rules also includes comercial parts of sport.

- and a primary focus on sport participation, social sport and HEPA was the results!
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