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Reflections exemplified by
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Home of FIFA
Zürichberg, Zurich, Switzerland

C O R R U P T I O N I N 
FO O T B A L L ?

Source: www.fifa.com

Photo, source: 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Home_of_FIFA#/media/File:FIFA-

Headquarter.jpg; By MCaviglia www.mcaviglia.ch - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=82799039903 

[25/11/2017]
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IT NOT ONLY HAPPENS IN 
FOOTBALL…

 Headlines have been dominated by countless
examples of wrongdoing in sport

 Egregious conduct not so much motivated
by the desire to win but by financial reward

 Corruption seems to be a growing problem in sport
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Photo, source: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lance_Armstrong_(Tour_de_France_
2009_-_Stage_17).jpg; By McSmit (Own work) [GFDL 
(http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) or CC BY-SA 3.0 
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 
[25/11/2017]
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 Repeated instances of alleged corruption, in 
particular in ‘vulnerable’ sports, i.e. snooker

… OR SNOOKER OR CRICKET …
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Stephen Lee was suspended from professional snooker 
following suspicious betting patterns during a game 
against John Higgins

Source: www.snookerisland.com

Photo, source.: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Lee_(snooker_player)#/media/File:Step

hen_Lee_PHC_2012-1.jpg; By Benutzer:Bill da Flute - Own work (Original text: 
eigene Aufnahme), CC BY-SA 3.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=21159538 [25/11/2017]
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D O P I NG  I N
B I A T H L O N …

Photo, source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biathlon#/media/File:Biathlon_Schalke.jpg; CC 
BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=530993 
[25/11/2017]
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Photo, source: 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wi

ki/Fu%C3%9Fball-
Weltmeisterschaft_2006#/

media/File:Wm-oly-de-
cr.jpg; By René Stark – Own

Work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedi
a.org/w/index.php?curid=8

55426 [25/11/2017] 
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Source: 
http://www.fifa.com/governance/news/y=2012/m=12/news=mohamed-bin-
hammam-resigns-from-football-banned-for-life-1973422.html; Photo: © AFP

[25/11/2017]
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Photo, source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2018_and_2022_FIFA_World_Cup_bids
#/media/File:Russia_2018_World_Cup.jpeg; By Kremlin.ru, CC BY 4.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=12204678
[25/11/2017]
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 Numerous allegations of corruption following
the 2010 decision of the FIFA Executive 
Committee (in one session) to
award the rights to hold the 2018 and 2022 
FIFA World CupsTM to Russia and Qatar

 FIFA (then) President Blatter decided to
install a group of experts to reform FIFA

REFORMING FIFA (1/2) 
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Photo, source: 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Home_of_FIFA#/media/File:FIFA-Headquarter-

Entrance.jpg; By MCaviglia www.mcaviglia.ch – Own Work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8279952  [25/11/2017]
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REFORMING FIFA (2/2)

 In the wake of an avalanche and as part of his “roadmap” to reform the organization, FIFA (then) 
President Blatter initiated an Independent Governance Committee (IGC), headed by Professor 
Pieth

 In the IGC’s final report, Pieth gave FIFA some credit for the introduction of a new independent 
Ethics Committee; he however recommended the structural division into an investigatory and an 
adjudicatory chamber

 Further recommendations included a central integrity check for all Executive Committee 
members and limitations to the terms of office

Source: www.fifa.com
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2012 CHAIRMEN CHAMBERS FIFA ETHICS COMMITTEE

 Chairman Investigatory Chamber:

 Michael Garcia, former US attorney for the Southern District of New York (appointed 
in 2012) 

 To investigate the chaotic and controversial bidding process for the 2018 and 2022 
FIFA World CupsTM

 Since May 2015, Dr. Cornel Borbely,  Chairman of the Investigatory Chamber

 Chairman Adjudicatory Chamber:

 Hans-Joachim Eckert, at that time still judge for economic crime at a Munich District 
Penal Court

Source: www.fifa.comSource: www.ffifa.com
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Source:
http://www.fifa.com/governance/independent-ethics-
committee/profile/index.html
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committee/profile/index.html
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ART. 42 FIFA CODE OF ETHICS

 “General obligation to collaborate

1. At the request of the Ethics Committee, the persons bound 
by this Code are obliged to contribute to establishing the 
facts of the case and, especially, to provide written or oral information as witnesses. A failure 
to cooperate may lead to a sanction in accordance with this Code.

2. Witnesses are obliged to tell the absolute and whole truth and to answer the questions put to 
them to the best of their knowledge and judgement.

3. If the witnesses are dilatory in responding, the chairman of the appropriate chamber may, after 
warning them, impose further disciplinary measures on them.”

SGU  I  15
Source: 

https://resources.fifa.com/mm/document/affederation/administration/50/02/
82/codeofethics_v211015_e_neutral.pdf
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D A R K C L O U D S  O V E R FI FA  …

Source: www.footballiscominghome.info

Source: www.fifa.com

Photo, source: 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Home_of_FIFA#/media/File:FIFA-Garden.jpg; 
By MCaviglia, mcaviglia.ch – Won Work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8279992 [25/11/2017]
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Necessity of compliance in sports

Source: www.fifa.comSource: wwwf.ifa.com
Source: www.fifa.com

Source: 
http://g1.globo.com/mundo/noticia/2015/05/imprensa-internacional-

repercute-detencao-de-marin-e-dirigentes-da-fifa.html [25/11/2017]
Source: http://www.toledoblade.com/World/2015/05/27/

Swiss-open-criminal-proceedings-in-2018-22-World-Cup-votes.html
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NOTIFICATION US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

SGU  I  19

 “Department of US Justice/Office of Public Affairs  

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Wednesday, May 27, 2015

Nine FIFA Officials and Five Corporate Executives Indicted for Racketeering Conspiracy and Corruption

The Defendants Include Two Current FIFA Vice Presidents and the Current and Former Presidents of the 
Confederation of North, Central American and Caribbean Association Football (CONCACAF); Seven 
Defendants Arrested Overseas; Guilty Pleas for Four Individual Defendants and Two Corporate 
Defendants Also Unsealed”

Source: 
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/nine-fifa-officials-and-five-corporate-

executives-indicted-racketeering-conspiracy-and [25/11/2017]
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REACTIONS 

 FIFA‘s reaction: 

 “These are just some criminals, not a FIFA 
problem“

 The FIFA Ethics Committee‘s reaction: 

 Povisional ban of 11 FIFA officials

 The problem: indictment by US DOJ: allegations of organised
crime, money laundering, fraud, etc. 
→ FIFA got the status of a victim
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 US lawyers worked in FIFA/with FIFA for
internal investigations

 Prosecutors of the Central Prosecution Office 
of Switzerland (“Bundesanwaltschaft“) asked
for more documents

 No exchange of documents between US-DOJ, 
Bundesanwaltschaft and the Ethics 
Committee

WHAT HAPPENED THEN?
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Source: www.footballiscominghome.info

Source: www.fifa.com

Jack Austin Warner, former
President of CONCACAF

Photo, source: 
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House Photostream [1]) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 
[25/11/2017]
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FIFA President Joseph Blatter and
UEFA President Michel Platini, 
banned by the Ethics Committee in 
December 2015

Photos, sources: 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:%D0%99%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B5%D1%8

4_%D0%91%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%80.jpg; By 
Kremlin.ru, CC-BY 4.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=39686746 [25/11/2017]
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michel_Platini#/media/File:Michel_Platini_2010.j

pg; By Chancellery of the President of the Republic of Poland - prezydent.pl, 
GFDL 1.2, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=11790500 

[25/117/2017]
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Source: www.footballiscominghome.info

Source: www.fifa.com

Jack Blazer, FIFA official
banned for life

Jeffrey Webb, former President of 
CONCACAF, Vice-President of FIFA 

and President of the Cayman 
Islands Football Association, 

banned for life

Screenshots sources: 
http://www.fifa.com/governance/news/y=2013/m=5/news=fifa-executive-

committee-member-chuck-blazer-provisionally-banned-2074803.html; 
http://www.fifa.com/about-fifa/committees/people=36868/index.html 

[25/07/2017]
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 There is a reason to fear that there has only been one really independent Ethics Committe, in FIFA

 It is unlikely for other big sports federations to accept an equally independent body able to punish or even
ban officials for a long time/for life

 After all, officials enjoy the status of “family members“ (“we are the good ones, we are not corrupt“)

 So problems persist: mach-fixing, illegal betting, doping….

Source: wwwf.ifa.comSource: www.fifa.com

AN EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW SUIT…
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 Demands for change

 Need for political control of the sports organizations

 Need for control of the use and the flow of money

Source: wwwf.ifa.comSource: www.fifa.com

WHAT IS NEEDED…
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Dr Cornel Borbély

PARTNERS SPORTS GOVERNANCE UNIT
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Source: www.firstaidtrainingcooperative.co.uk

Hans-Joachim Eckert
Partner

Sports Governance Unit
Gartenstrasse 10

8002 Zurich
Switzerland

www.sports-governance.com

Thank you for your attention!
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