
„Corruption exists on every level in sport,
even in the handling of doping tests.“ 

Tamás Aján (2009)

78 years of age, teacher by education, 
worked for the Hungarian Ministry of Sports;
1989 Vice President of the Ministry

Weightlifting
1970  Vice President of IWF
1976  Secretary General of IWF
2000 ... IWF President, 5th term

IOC / WADA
2000 ... IOC / Honorary member
2000 ... WADA Foundation Board

„The fight for clean weightlifting must be
continued but it is important to realise that
what happened was not by fault of the IWF.“ 

Tamás Aján (2017)



More than
600 doping
cases since

2003

Since 2005 
doping via fines

a ‚money
making
machine‘

Weightlifting
to be thrown
out of the

2024 Games?



Country Beijing
2008

London
2012

Total

Kazakhstan 5 5 10

Russia 4 6 10

Belarus 4 4 8

Azerbaijan 3 2 3

Armenia 2 2 4

Moldova 1 2 3

Ukraine 2 1 3

Turkey 2 1 3

China 3 ‐ 3

Georgia ‐ 1 1

25 24 49

Beijing:
16 medal winners. 
Incl.
3 Chinese women‘s gold

London:
13 medal winners



Bulgaria 28

Kazakhstan 26

Azerbaijan 26

Russia 19

Belarus 18

Armenia 17

Romania 15

Uzbekistan 14

Greece 14

Moldova 12

Ukraine 12

201

11 out of nearly 200 countries 
accounted for more than a third
ADRVs within IWF

2012: 
OCC‐testing statistics ‐
Italy and Germany (Aján‘s opposition) 
on ranks 7 and 8 
with more tests than well known
‚high risk‘ countries

*Clean Sport Commission Report, 2017



Chen Xiexia
(CHN) 

Liu Chunhong
(CHN) 

Cao Lei (CHN) 

Tamás Aján
(HUN)

The 5 (male) Olympic medallists from China, including 4 Olympic Champions, 
never competed on international level before
World Champions not at the Olympics



• One OOC‐test 
by IWF

20112011

• No OOC‐test 
by IWF

20122012
• 6 positive IOC 
retests

• 4 medals
stripped

20162016

2011: Aján awarded with the Order of Friendship by Russian President Medvedev

2012: German Federation demanding Aján‘s resignation <  Thomas Bach, then
NOC president, interfered in favour of Aján

2013: Aján in Moscow reelected as IWF president, supported by Russia



MfS (Stasi) Files – IM „Technik“
January 1980
reporting on positives for „two Soviet
World Champions“

Ajan „went to the Soviet Ambassador, 
informing him, those cases, if
published, would lead to
disqualification for the Olympics. ... 

Since there was no sanction, I 
suppose, Aján used the situaton for
personal gains .“

Aján, later confronted, denied.



 
 

Dr HASAN AKKUS - TURKEY 
Proposed by Tamas Ajan, IWF Gold Order for the excellent 

service provided to the sport of weightlifting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 15 months 22 lifters positive  
 
 

 
 
 

2013 IWF Electoral Congress Candidate 
 

For the positions: 
 

IWF 1st Vice President 
IWF Vice President 
IWF EB Member 

 

WORLD RECORD !!! 



New Lab 
instead of
Cologne 
(since
1977)

New Lab 
instead of
Cologne 
(since
1977)

DCOs not 
from

HUNADO

DCOs not 
from

HUNADO

World 
Record: 24 
AAFs, more
than 20 bans

World 
Record: 24 
AAFs, more
than 20 bans



New 
SANCTIONS

3 or more ADRVs/year
NF athletes‘ suspension up to 4 years; officials from IWF 
activities up to 2 years, no development funds + $500.000 fine
(specific anti‐doping‐conditions, which, if met, can terminate the sanction earlier)

2 or more serious ADRVs during Olympic Games
disqualification of the country’s weightlifting team for the next
Games 

(any) ADRVs / Olympic year
lead to loss of country’s quota spots for the Games or complete
ban from the Games

strict compliance‐rules for NFs
in case of violations (non‐compliance)  fine up to $ 50.000

Vote of no confidence: „will be enforced by a new Independent Member 
Federation Sanction Panel to ensure that IWF politics cannot affect ... decisions“



Support Personnel

• NFs to provide
IWF with updated
list of national 
team athlete’s
coaches, doctors
etc.

• coaches/doctors
with more than
one athlete with
ADRV (or single
athlete in case of
a minor ) > NF 
obliged to
investigate and
report to IWF

Testing and
Analysis

• increased and
more effective
no‐notice OOC 
testing with focus
on high risk
countries 

• triple the long
term storage of
samples including
all WRecords , 
WC medalists for
potential 
retesting

General

• athletes to
qualify for
Olympics, WC by
name, no country
slots, to be
identified for
target testing

• partnering with
Canadian Centre
for Ethics in Sport 
to manage OOC‐
testing, test
distribution
planning etc.



Zhelanova, Schamasch, Nagornykh – March 2016

Wada evaluation report
on IWF, February 2016:
„IWF has made
significant
enhancements to its
Anti‐Doping‐program
over the years, 
including the
appointment of an 
Independent Anti‐
Doping Commission
consisting of three
members in 2014“

Patrick Schamasch: until 2012 IOC Medical Director, then paid
by RUSADA, later by Russian Sports Ministry via Russian Skating 
Federation


